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SUBJECT: ETHIOPIA: NYERERE'S COMMENTS 

1. SUMMARY: PRESIDENT NYERERE IS STILL ACTIVELY ENGAGED IN 
EPPORT MEDIATE SUDAN-ETHIOPIA DIPPICULTIES AND IS RELATIVELY 
OPTIMISTIC THAT ERITREAN PROBLEM CAN BE HANDLED BY NEGOTIATION- 
APTER THE ETHIOPIANS HAVE WON A PEW VICTORIES. END SUMMARY. 

2. DURING HOUR'S DISCUSSION NIGHT OP JULY 24 OF EVENTS DURING 
HIS TRIP TO KHARTOUM, PRESIDENT NYERERE SAID THAT HIS MAJOR 
INTEREST IN GOING TO THE OAU SUMMIT HAD REMAINED AN EFPORT TO 
GET A SOLUTION TO THE ETHIOPIA-SUDAN PROBLEM. HE HAD TALKED 

AT LENGTH TO NIMEIRI IN KHARTOUM AND HAD COME AWAY CONVINCED 
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THAT THE SUDANESE PRESIDENT DID NOT ALTER ALL WANT ERITREAN 
SECESSION BUT RATHER A PEACEPUL SETTLEMENT. 

3. SO DID EGYPTIAN PRESIDENT SADAT WITH WHOM NYERERE HAD ALSO 
HAD A LONG CONVERSATION. INDEED, SADAT HAD SAID THAT HE HAD 
TOLD SIAD BARRE THAT AS PAR AS EGYPT WAS CONCERNED, THERE WOULD 
NEVER BE ANOTHER OGADEN. SADAT HAD PURTHER ASSURED NYERERE 
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THAT THE MISSILE TECHNICIANS HE HAD SENT TO SOMALIA WERE 
FOR DEFENSE ONLY. 

4. ARMED WITH SADAT AND NIMEIRI'S VIEWS, NYERERE HAD CONSIDERED 
THE ERITREAN PROBLEM IN DETAIL WITH MENGISTU IN ADDIS ABABA. HBU 
HAD TOLD THE ETHIOPIAN LEDER THAT HE (NYERERE) HAD PAVED THE WAY 
FOR SETTLEMENT ON THE DIPLOMATIC FRONT BY CLARIFYING THE SUDANESE 
AND EGYPTIAN POSITIONS AND BY SEEING TO IT THAT THE OAU DID NOT 
ENDORSE ERITREAN SECESSION. THE NEXT STEP WAS TO GET THE 
INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY TO APPROVE THIS POSITION. THE ETHIOPIANS 
MUST THEN SIT DOWN AND TALK WITH THE ERITREANS. 

5. THE ETHIOPIAN LEADERSHIP HAD ACCEPTED THIS. MENGISTU HAD 
AGREED WITH NYERERE THAT ERITREA WAS NOT THE SAME AS THE OGADEN. 
MENGISTU HAD ALSO ADMITTED THAT THE RUSSIANS, EAST GERMANS, AND 
SOUTH YEMENIS WERE NO LONGER PREPARED TO GIVE HIM FULL SUPPORT 
FOR MILITARY SUPPRESSION. (NYERERE NOTED PARENTHETICALLY THAT 
HE SUSPECTED THE USSR WAS INTERESTED IN MAKING POINTS FOR ITSELF 
BY ENCOURAGING PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT AS THE US HAD DONE IN 
NAMIBIA.) IN GENERAL, MENGISTU HAD STRUCK NYERERE AS MUCH 
STRONGER AND MORE SELF-CONFIDENT THAN WHEN NYERERE HAD LAST 
SEEN HIM. HE NOW MADE HIS OWN DECISIONS, ALONE OR IN COMPANY, 

AND NO LONGER LOOKED AROUND FOR CONFIRMATION FROM HIS COLLEAGUES. 

6. HOWEVER, NYERERE EMPHASIZED, HE AGREED WITH A REMARK THAT 
HAD BEEN MADE TO HIM BY THE BRITISH AMBASSADOR IN ADDIS: I.E., 
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THAT MENGISTU WOULD PROBABLY NOT REALLY BE WILLING TO TALK TO 
THE ERITREANS UNTIL HE HAD A FEW VICTORIES OVER THEM. THE WEST 
SHOULD BEAR THIS IN MIND AND BE PATIENT, SAID NYERERE. INCI- 
DENTALLY, HE ADDED, HE HAD FOUND THE ETHIOPIANS TO BE MUCH 
IMPRESSED WITH AMBASSADOR CHAPIN AND TO TRUST HIM. TO ENCOURAGE 
THIS, NYERERE HAD DELIBERATELY AND OBVIOUSLY EXCHANGED VIEWS 
WITH THE AMBASSADOR DURING HIS VISIT TO ADDIS. 

7. NYERERE HAD ALSO TOLD MENGISTU UNEQUIVOCALLY THAT HE MUST 
FIND A WAY TO GET ALONG WITH THE US. IT WAS A GREAT POWER AND 
ETHIOPIA HAD TO LEARN TO LIVE WITH IT. ETHIOPIAN SOCIALISM WAS 
NOT ANTI-AMERICAN AS SUCH. MENGISTU AND HIS COLLEAGUES SHOULD 
STOP TRYING TO SOUND LIKE RUSSIANS. FURTHER, THE STRONGEST OF 
THE ERITREAN MOVEMENTS, THE EPLF, SAID NYERERE, WAS SOCIALIST. 
MENGISTU WOULD EMBARRASS ALL HIS SOCIALIST COLLEAGUES IF HE 
INSISTED ON DESTROYING IT UTTERLY. 

8. SUDANESE PROPAGANDA AGAINST ETHIOPIA HAD STOPPED, NYERERE 
REPORTED, AND THE TIME WAS RIPE FOR NIMEIRI AND MENGISTU TO SIT 
DOWN TOGETHER. NYERERE HAD RECOMMENDED THAT THEY DO SO IN 
SIERRA LEONE SINCE THAT HAD ALREADY BEEN SUGGESTED, BUT, IF 
THAT WASN'T ACCEPTABLE TO EITHER, HE HAD TOLD BOTH THAT HE WOULD 
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BE PREPARED TO HOST A MEETING IN DAR ES SALAAM. 

9. 1 THANKED NYERERE EOR HIS EILL-IN ON THE ETHIOPIA-SUDAN 
PROBLEM, OBSERVING THAT I HOPED MENGISTU WOULD BE ABLE TO EIND 
THE NICE BALANCE BETWEEN STRENGTH AND CONCILIATION. NYERERE 
OPINED THAT HE WOULD. MENGISTU, NYERERE THOUGHT, WAS NOT 
INTERESTED IN GENOCIDE. NYERERE WOULD LET USG KNOW HOW THINGS 
CAME OUT AND WOULD ASK EOR OUR HELP IP NEEDED. 

10. COMMENT: NYERERE MAY BE PUTTING A BIT OP A GLOSS ON HIS 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS IN KHARTOUM AND ADDIS. HE DOES NOT IN PACT 
SEEM TO HAVE GOTTEN MUCH OUT OP MENGISTU, AND HIS READY ACCEPT- 
ANCE OP THE THESIS THAT THE ETHIOPIANS MUST BE ALLOWED TO KILL 
SOME MORE ERITREANS BEPORE THEY CAN BE EXPECTED TO NEGOTIATE 
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WITH THEM IS LESS THAN INSPIRING. HOWEVER, HE SEEMS TO BE 
GENUINELY DEVOTED TO A CONCILIATION EPPORT AND CONVINCED OF THE 
IMPORTANCE OP THE ETHIOPIANS' DEVELOPING BETTER RELATIONS WITH 
THE US. 

SPAIN 
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